Interview with Prof. Gwen B. Fischer
Gwen Fischer is a developmental psychologist and cross cultural researcher who recently retired from more
than twenty years on the faculty of Hiram College. A Rotary Club Ambassadorial Scholarship will allow her
to spend about six months teaching and doing research at Hubert Kairuki Memorial University in Tanzania’s
capital city of Dar Es Salaam. The United Republic of Tanzania, which is a country with about 36 million
people, is located on the east coast of Africa. The following interview was conducted on June 9th, while I
was visiting with Gwen and her husband Stan Fischer, at their home in northeastern Ohio.

Nubra: The last time we talked about your upcoming trip to Tanzania, you mentioned that this will
be your third time going there--when was it that you first traveled to that part of Africa?
Gwen: It was in April of 2003 that I took a group of 12 Hiram College students (10 females and 2
males) to spend three and a half weeks learning about life in Tanzania…I hadn’t been back from
that trip very long, when I traveled to Harare, Zimbabwe in July of 2003 to help with Kudzai and
Theresa Shava's efforts to secure funding for research on educating the blind about HIV/AIDS…
Nubra: What made you decide to take students to Tanzania that year instead of to Zimbabwe?
Gwen: It was a somewhat difficult decision, but the political situation seemed to be more stable in
Tanzania, and we found a group on the internet called Foundation for Sustainable Development
whose director, Ernitta Ally put together a very good program of activities for us at a reasonable
cost…That year's travel program included living arrangements for a week with families in Dar Es
Salaam and for a week with another group of families in the nearby town of Arusha… We also got
to spend time with various grassroots social service providers in each of the two communities…
Nubra: Did you get to visit any of the local schools, during your time there in Tanzania?
Gwen: Actually we did get to visit a secondary school in Dar Es Salaam…We had spent the day
with a group that was teaching people with HIV/AIDS how to live healthier lives and encouraging
them to talk openly about their illness…That was something many of our students said they found
really valuable--hearing people speak openly about having AIDS…Then the next day they were
asked to make up a skit to teach basic information about HIV/AIDS prevention and a few of them
had a chance to perform it for a class of Form 5 students at the Benjamin William Mpaka High
School…After the skit, our students got to participate with the high school students in what turned
out to be a very interesting discussion about prevailing attitudes toward condom use…
Nubra: What part of their trip to Tanzania would you say the Hiram students enjoyed most?
Gwen: That would definitely be the day we spent with a women's group that was caring for AIDS
orphans in Arusha…The young people in our group had been told to bring toys and games from
home…They seemed to really enjoy showing the children at the orphanage games they had
played as kids--and the orphans clearly loved learning games from another country…The staff
also taught some of our students how to make the cloth dolls that would be stuffed with cotton
batting and sold in the orphanage gift shop to raise money for the children’s care…The dolls were
like works of art, and we did bring some back with us as well as t-shirts from the gift shop…
Nubra: And what was the name of the women's group that had set up this particular orphanage?
Gwen: That group was called Children For Children’s Future (CCF) and Tupendane was a slogan
in Swahili that they had put on the gift shop t-shirts--which means, Let Us Love One Another!
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THE STREETS IS MY HOME
Running along the city pavements with
bare feet, uncombed hair and tattered clothing
that is only good enough
to leave my buttocks hanging out
I seem to attract a lot of eyes but why?
I ask myself
don’t they know that the streets is my home
I ask for a penny to buy food
they tell me to go back home but how can I go,
where I am discriminated against
because my parents died of that deadly scourge
called AIDS
Relatives back home, do not want to socialize with
me or even to touch me
how can they when I was born to an AIDS couple
and it’s their duty to avoid me
it’s better in the streets in the day
but when the night comes
you'll find me snoring and covering my greasy body
with paper
trying to get some comfort and dreaming
of my parents until a hard kick
on my buttocks comes with a loud shout
“What are you doing here brat?”
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But why me?
Dragging my painful body
I get away from the place and look
for another place to sleep
but there is no where for me to go
cause the streets is my home.
-Charity Rulendo Ndoro
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